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CHAPTER I.

Early History and Development of the Iberian Peninsula and Spain.

THE early history of Portugal is included in that of Spain, CHAP.
or Hispania, as the entire peninsula was called by the L
liomans ; but it was called Iberia by Herodotus. The
first known account of this country is in connection with
the Phoenician settlements there, which were referred to
under the name of Tartessus, and are generally understood
to have included the country about the mouth of the
Guadalquiver; or it may occasionally have been used in
a more extensive sense, and have been referred to as em-
bracing all the Phoenician colonies in Bcetica, the ancient
name of Andalusia. Tartessus was, in the opinion of some,
identical with the Tarshish of Scripture. As a geographical
expression Tarshish is of extreme antiquity, being referred
' to in Genesis x. 4 as one of the places peopled by the
sons of Javan, who, was himself one of the sons of Japhet.
" And the sons of Javan, Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim
and Dodanim. By these were the isles of the Gentiles
divided in their lands." The Phoenicians must have
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